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6.   A small march to the northward, I am persuaded, would forward our
affairs in the same degree, but I am unwilling to do any thing that looks like
an infraction of the peace, unless absolutely necessitated to do it by repeated
willful delays on his part.
7.   What with  the  Company's  servants   and  military  withdrawn  from
Dacca and Jugdea, fugitives from hence, and English deserters, the French
are able to muster at Cossimbuzar about 150 Europeans and 100 seepoys.   It
is said they have a design of retiring to Patna, and that they have applied
to the Nabob for his permission.   What his intentions may be in regard to
them I cannot yet discern.   He has assured me he has no thoughts of enter-
taining them in his service, but I am nevertheless something suspicious of
it.   It  is  certain  that he  keeps   their  factory  invested,   and   that  he  has
demolished some mud works they had begun to raise for its defence.   And
by a letter received that night from Mr. Watts  dated  12th instant, I am
advised that the Nabob had promised to send him Mr. Laws, the French
Chief, the next day, to settle the terms of his capitulation with the English.
Mr. Watts added that from what had passed in a conference between the
Nabob and Omichund, he hoped every thing would end well, and that he
should write me fully the next day, which letter I very impatiently expect.
8.   It was agreed in a council of war that it was proper for many reasons
to demolish Chandernagore fortifications, and the Select Committee concurr-
ing in the same opinion, it was determined on; and I shall take care to see
it put in execution.
9.   A bomb having fallen into the Secretary's  office during the  siege,
many books and papers were burned and the rest (together with those of the
other offices which were contiguous) were carried out and thrown promiscu-
ously into a warehouse where they still remain locked up, and ready to be
delivered to the gentlemen of Calcutta.
10.   I now transmit you an inventory of the ordnance and military stores
taken in Chandernagore, the greatest part of which will be very necessary for
your garrisons of Calcutta and Cossimbuzar.
11.   I likewise inclose a list of the vessels which were sunk by the French
to hinder the passage of our ships up the river, or scuttled and ruined to the
northward of the Fort.   Out of these last the greatest part of the articles not
liable to damage by water, such as cowries, butter etc., have been saved;
but none of the vessels could be got off.   You will observe how heavy a loss
the   French   have   suffered   in   their   shipping   alone,   and   as   they   were
mostly loaded with provisions for the Islands, they must undergo some dis-
tress there for want of them.   In short, when Chandernagore is considered
as the granary of the Islands and Poixdicherry as mistress of a great trade to
Europe and round India* as a large and opulent colony already, and which
seemed to promise to increase, the loss of it must be acknowledged a very
severe blow to the French Company and nation.
12.   The Governor and Council of Chandernagore with the rest of the
gentlemen on parole having retired to Chincura, I had certain information
that they not only harboured the French prisoners who escaped from us but
furnished  them with  money,  guides   and  even  arms  for their  march  to
Cossimbuzar,   The padres and other engines were employed to promote their